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Fall 2025

A Season of Gratitude and Growth

As winter approaches and the first snowflakes begin to fall, we take a moment to pause
and reflect on the many blessings LArche Calgary has experienced this year. From
welcoming new faces, creating beautiful art, and sharing new experiences, to major
milestones like moving into the newly renovated Kichiyak, hosting our first
LArchetoberfest since 2019, and receiving generous grants and donations, there is so

much to celebrate.

Our community of friends, families, and supporters has never been stronger. We
extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who continues to stand beside us in our

mission to create a community where everyone belongs.

With your support, we’ve sustained programs that
make LArche so special. Our nearly year-old art
program continues to empower Core Members to
express themselves creatively, while our initiative to
rebuild three homes is gaining exciting momentum.
We introduced this project at LArchetoberfest and
look forward to sharing more updates as it

progresses.

Thank you for walking with us, for cheering us on,
and for inspiring us to keep growing in our mission
of belonging. Together, we are building something
truly beautiful.
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[’ Archetoberfest

Celebrating Belonging at L’Archetoberfest 2025

In mid-October, the spirit of community filled the air at LArchetoberfest 2025 as
friends, supporters, and advocates gathered to celebrate the heart of LArche Calgary,
our people, and the sense of belonging we share.

The evening was filled with laughter, stories, and gratitude for everyone who makes our
mission possible. Highlights included reflections on 52 years of inclusion and
friendship, and the inspiring story of Matthew and his mother, Wendy, a reminder of
how deeply LArche transforms lives.

We were honoured to welcome MLA Diana Batten (Calgary-Acadia) and MLA Samir
Kayande (Calgary-Elbow), whose words affirmed the importance of inclusive, accessible
housing and the critical role that LArche plays in Calgary’s social fabric.

We also shared a glimpse of our vision for the
future: rebuilding three of our aging homes to
ensure they remain welcoming, accessible, and
filled with life for years to come.

To all who joined us, and to every donor and
friend who continues to stand beside us, thank
you. Together, we’re building more than homes;
we’re building belonging.

We invite you to join us for our Christmas
Pageant on Friday, December 5 at 7:00 PM at St.
Mary’s University, McGivney Hall (14500
Bannister Road SE, Calgary).
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Kichiyak Move-in
In our last Signs of Hope edition, we shared news about the renovations at our Kichiyak home,
which began in February. Thanks to the generous support of Calgary Foundation and
CREB®, this project turned our smallest and most
structurally limited house into a bright, accessible, and
welcoming home. After five months of construction,
residents returned in June to discover an open-concept
main floor, updated kitchen and bathrooms, and a fresh,
modern feel.

Solidarity Bottle Drive
This year’s Solidarity Bottle Drive was once again filled with laughter, connection, and
generous hearts. Thanks to the incredible support of our neighbours and friends, we raised
over $800 to benefit LArche communities in countries with
limited resources and government support.
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated, donated,
and shared in the fun. Your generosity helps extend LArche’s
spirit of solidarity far beyond Calgary, creating belonging and
hope across the globe.

Recent Contribution Highlights

Lainey Wilson’s Heart Like a Truck Fund - Country artist Lainey Wilson selected one local non-
profit in each city of her North American tour to recognize their community impact, and
LArche was chosen for her Calgary stop!

The City of Calgary’s Home Program - Our Homes in Harmony Project was selected to receive
funding through this program, supporting our efforts to maintain harmonious homes.
ClimateReadyYYC Grant - Administered by the Federation of Calgary Communities, this grant
supports climate action initiatives led by equity-deserving groups.

Alberta Housing - This funding allowed us to purchase a new therapeutic tub for our
Annapurna house, replacing the previous 20-year-old Arjo tub. For those who use wheelchairs,
this tub is essential for their care, and significantly improves safety for our caregivers.

Thank you to every partner and supporter who makes this work possible.
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L’Arche Calgary’s Art Program Wish List

Since launching in January 2025, LArche Calgary’s Tamarack Paint Program has become a
vibrant space for Day Program participants to explore their creativity, build confidence, and
develop new skills. The past nine months have been marked by growth and meaningful artistic
expression.

This program is funded separately from the Day Program’s regular operational budget, so it
relies on the generosity of our community. A huge heartfelt thank you to everyone who has
already contributed materials or support, including those who have given anonymously. Every
donation has been gratefully received and enthusiastically used.

To help support the program, our art teacher, Anita has created an Art Supply Wish List. It
includes items that will directly support the development of the program and help our artists
continue to create and grow. Thank you, your generosity is making a real and lasting

difference.

Floor Working Easels $379.97 Scotch Create Spray Mount $29.99

Floor Display Easels $29.99 B-7000 Glue $9.99 set of 4
Tabletop Working Easels $39.99 Adhesive plate hangers $11.99 multi pack

Brushes (various sizes) $5.00 Picture hanging kits $11.99 each
Large Round Head Brushes $26.99 Textured rollers $25.99 each
Acrylic Paint 8.50z $13.99 each Stencils Geometric shapes large $27.99 each
Craft Smart Paint 80z $4.99 each Flexible ruler $20.49 each
Pre-stretched Canvas $10 Posca paint pens (Set of 12) $29.99 each
Large Pre-stretched Canvas $180 Clear vinyl table protector 35”x94” $35.99 each

Birch Board Panels $62.48 Foam Board $4.00

Liquitex Varnish Matte 16floz $36.99 Green Masking Tape $4.00
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What a summer it has been! Our community came alive with laughter, adventures,
and moments of quiet joy. Core members travelled to new places, reconnected with
loved ones, and soaked in the simple pleasures of life together. From group vacations
to small everyday moments, this season reminded us all how meaningful it is to slow
down, connect, and be present with one another.

Now, as we return to our homes and programs, the energy is palpable. Fall activities
are underway, and we're preparing for the Day Program Christmas Sale, Christmas
Pageant, Art Gala, and other celebrations that bring warmth and connection during
the colder months. Each of these events is a reflection of who we are, a community
that thrives on shared experiences, joy, and belonging.

This fall also marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter. Through our Capital
Project, “‘Home is Where Everyone Belongs”, we are taking the first steps to rebuild
three of our oldest homes to create independence and community for people with
developmental disabilities.

After more than 50 years, these homes have held
countless stories of friendship, care, and growth.
Rebuilding them will ensure that our core members can
continue to live with comfort, safety, and fully accessible
spaces that reflect dignity and belonging in spaces that
foster community life for generations to come.
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In October, at LArchetoberfest, it was a true gift to celebrate with donors, friends, and
supporters, sharing in the hope and life that each of you makes possible. We also
recognize the challenges: our programs are underfunded, the work is complex, and the
needs in our community continue to grow. Yet, in every shared meal, every laugh, and
every act of care, the heart of LArche beats strong. It is this heart, full of resilience,
hope, and belonging, that carries us forward.

As we embrace the months ahead, we do so with gratitude and hope. Together, with the
support of our donors, friends, volunteers, and staff, we continue to nurture a
community where everyone can thrive, be known, and be valued. Each act of care, every
smile, and each shared moment remind us that at LArche Calgary, everyone belongs,
and every day is an opportunity to live fully, with purpose and connection.

I would also like to remind you to keep us in your hearts when choosing a charity to
support. At LArche, every act of giving is more than

just a donation; it is an investment in people, in
community, and in the values that connect us all.
Your generosity makes it possible for us to
continue creating a welcoming space where
individuals can find support, friendship, resources,
and opportunities to flourish.
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